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Decatur to step down, will lead Natural History Museum
AMELIA CARNELL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

President Sean Decatur, who has
been on sabbatical since July, announced Tuesday that he will be
stepping down from his position at
Kenyon to become president of the
American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) in New York. Decatur will return to Kenyon in the new
year and remain through March, in
what Acting President Jeff Bowman
described as a consultant role, to aid
with the transition as the search begins for Kenyon’s 20th president. Decatur will take the helm of AMNH
on April 3.
After graduating from Swarthmore College, Decatur taught at
Mount Holyoke College for 13 years,
where he served as an assistant and
associate professor of chemistry. He
then worked at Oberlin College as
a professor of chemistry and biochemistry, and later as the dean of its
College of Arts and Sciences before
arriving on the Hill to serve as Kenyon’s 19th president in 2013. While
on sabbatical, Decatur has been
working on a book that he describes
as a combination of family history
and memoir. “It’s really about my
path in both growing up and what
has drawn me to have an interest in
science, and what it means to be an
African American scientist in the
21st century.”
He explained that the opportunity to work at AMNH was a surprise: “If you had asked me even five
months ago if this was something
I’d imagine being possible, I would
probably say no.” Though Decatur
has worked in higher education since
graduate school, he explained the
jump to museum work isn’t as big
as it might initially appear. “It really
matches my long-standing interest
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in science education, in trying to get
large groups of folks enthusiastic and
excited about science,” he said.
The things Decatur said drew
him to AMNH were the same things
that initially drew him to Kenyon
nearly a decade ago: a commitment
to education and diverse perspectives. He explained that he sees this
new position as an opportunity to
continue pursuing his passions on
a larger scale. “This was not something I was anticipating, but when
the opportunity was brought to my
attention, it really crystallized a lot
of things that have been important
to me for a long time, and that really
grew out of the work that I’ve been
doing at Kenyon,” he said.
Decatur is particularly drawn to
the museum’s dual focus on funda-

mental science as well as educational
programming. Beyond offering masters and doctoral degree programs,
the museum does extensive outreach
to local schools in and around New
York City. “I’ve heard from just about
everyone that I know that’s grown up
in New York, who talks about going
on field trips to the Natural History
Museum, and that the impact of the
outreach on that level is really tremendous,” he said. “For me, what’s
exciting is the opportunity to really help to further integrate the two
parts of the institution — so, how can
the really innovative, cutting-edge
science be made visible and engaging
to the millions of people who come
through the doors of the museum?”
Decatur looks forward to the
challenge of not only expanding his

passions to the scale of the museum’s
5 million yearly visitors, but also directing the museum as it turns to
face the post-pandemic world and
other challenges. “When we think
about some of the larger pressing issues of our moment — and climate
change is pretty high on that list, but
I’d also say the broader issues around
diversity and inclusion — and how
we build deeper, meaningful understanding in a cross-cultural way, the
resources of the museum are well positioned to do that,” he said.
Decatur took on issues like this in
Gambier, where he oversaw a historic
expansion in financial aid opportunities through programs including the American Talent Initiative
and the Kenyon Access Initiative. In
2021, Kenyon received a grant from
the Schuler Education Foundation,
which increased scholarship opportunities for students from underrepresented backgrounds. He also saw
the College through the COVID-19
pandemic and ongoing disputes over
student labor.
During his tenure, Decatur oversaw the development of two strategic plans, the second of which emphasized environmental literacy
and sustainability in the face of the
climate change crisis — building
off Kenyon’s 2016 pledge to achieve
carbon neutrality by 2040. Decatur
reflected that increasing diversity at
Kenyon is one of the things he’s most
proud of about his tenure, along with
strengthening ties between the College and the greater Knox County
community. “Those are things that
are collective work across the community. And both of those are things
where the work is never really quite
done,” he said. “So I hope that Kenyon is able to continue moving forward on both of those fronts.”
Over the course of the past de-

cade, Decatur has overseen a massive capital expansion project. The
Our Path Forward campaign, which
launched in 2018, reached its initial
$300 million dollar goal five months
ahead of its goal. The campaign has
financed the construction of the new
West Quad: a new library, a new
building for admissions and financial aid and a new academic building.
In 2021, an anonymous $100 million
dollar donation financed three new
residence halls. The campaign now
aims to reach $500 million by Kenyon’s bicentennial in 2024. As of
December 2022, the campaign has
raised $492 million, providing scholarships and financial aid, as well as
supporting Kenyon’s other priorities.
Reflecting on Decatur’s presidency, Bowman acknowledged all he
has given to Kenyon. “He has been a
real advocate — and this is in partnership with the trustees and faculty
and really everyone — but he’s been a
real leader in thinking about how to
make a Kenyon education accessible
to all kinds of different students, and
to make the campus a more equitable and diverse and inclusive place,”
Bowman said. “This is evident in
all kinds of different ways, from the
student population to the faculty
population to the kind of resources
we devote to student well-being and
financial aid.”
Ultimately, Decatur said he will
miss the Kenyon community most
as he enters this next chapter. “[My
time at Kenyon] has really been an
education for me as well,” he said. “It’s
taken me more than twice as long as
your typical kid to get through it, but
I feel that I have learned along with
others in the community, and that’s
been really special and valuable.”
To whoever succeeds him on the
Hill, Decatur’s advice was simple:
“Enjoy it.”

Village Council discusses delays to Flats and Peirce Express
RACHEL BOTKIN
STAFF WRITER

The Gambier Village Council met
Monday night to discuss updates for its
zoning ordinance proposal, rising COVID-19 levels in wastewater and an update
to the dining space formerly occupied by
Chilitos, that may delay the opening of
Peirce Express and Flats.
Mayor Leeman Kessler ’04 began the
meeting by discussing three recent hydrant installations to fix continuous
water leaks in the Village. The Council
hopes to introduce a new leak detection
service for fire hydrants and other water
infrastructure, with the eventual goal of
getting the percentage of unaccountedfor water below 40%. It will continue a
steady replacement of water pipelines

throughout the Village over the next
few years.
Members of the Council expressed
concern over rising levels of COVID-19
in Gambier’s wastewater, which have
sharply spiked in the past month. Members believe that this rise in COVID-19
levels is likely due to Thanksgiving
break and student travel, but it also may
indicate a necessary change to Gambier’s COVID-19 guidelines to prevent
cases from spreading. No changes to the
current guidelines have been made yet.
The Council reviewed updates to the
former Chilitos’ space, which is currently unoccupied but will eventually
become a shared space between Peirce
Express and a student-run bar, Flats. In
order to utilize the space, the current
fire suppression heads, which are used
to suppress or extinguish a fire, must be

reconfigured to fulfill safety requirements. As this reconfiguration will be
processed through a state agency, current short-staffing within state offices
have delayed the changes. The Council
believes that the delay in opening Peirce
Express and Flats may last until February 2023.
Consultant Wendy Moeller of Compass Point Planning spoke to the Council about a proposed draft of a Village
zoning ordinance that introduces new
legislation on residential housing units,
short-term rental units and general updates to property laws. Some of this legislation is intended to address previous
concerns over short-term rental units
in Gambier, such as Airbnbs and other
rental sites. Kessler expressed a desire
for Gambier to remain a place with consistent, permanent residents, instead of

a village with several short-term residents. Members of the Council had similar concerns over short-term rentals being used for large parties, which disrupt
the environment and the Village overall.
Moeller proposed restrictions on how
many short-term rentals a resident of
Gambier can own and where these shortterm rentals can be located within a resident’s property in order to maintain local ownership provisions.
The Council set a public hearing in
January of 2023 to overview a draft of
the new zoning ordinance, and the first
official reading of the proposal will take
place in February. All residents are welcome to attend the hearing to express
their thoughts or concerns on the proposal.
Village Council will next meet on Jan.
9.
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Shawn Kelly Holiday Party delivers cheer to local families

More than 600 people attended the annual event. | COURTESY OF THETA DELTA PHI
ELIZABETH DEPROSPO
STAFF WRITER

On Dec. 2, Kenyon student volunteers
transformed Gund Commons into a winter wonderland — complete with multicolored holiday tinsel, an inflatable Santa that
stretched from floor to ceiling and a snack table that overflowed with cookies and cocoa —
for the 31st annual Shawn Kelly Holiday Party.
The three-hour event served over 300 Mount
Vernon families, offering a temporary reprieve
from the financial insecurity that many local
families face during the holiday season.
The party, which was organized by Delta
Kappa Epsilon (DKE) and Theta Delta Phi
(Thetas), was run by 60 Santa-hat-clad Kenyon
students, most of whom volunteered through
their Greek organizations. To identify interested families and gather specific information
on the ages and interests of attendees, DKE
and Theta partnered with Knox County Head
Start, an organization that provides education and family services to children in Knox
County. According to DKE president Dylan
Osimetha ’23, working with the Head Start
families through the event gave volunteers two
valuable experiences: the opportunity to serve
others and the chance to remember Shawn
Kelly, a DKE brother renowned for his altruistic spirit who passed away in 1990. “It is a re-
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markable way to honor the legacy of a member
of our fraternity who had a passion for serving
others,” Osimetha wrote in an email to the Collegian.
Armed with sugar cookies and tacky sweaters, volunteers spent their Friday evening
greeting families, serving as crossing guards
and operating stations to keep the kids engaged
with a range of hands-on activities. Throughout the evening, every child had the opportunity to decorate a gingerbread house, take festive
pictures in photo booths equipped with holiday props and share their wishlist with Santa
— whose “helpers” were members of DKE
dressed in elven attire.
According to Theta Co-Service Chair Mallory Brophy ’25, the party’s extensive decorations — which included holiday-themed napkins at bright snack tables, colorful lights and
a painstakingly decorated Santa station — created an environment that was nothing short of
magical. The visually engaging holiday adornments, in conjunction with a special guest appearance from Santa, earned boundless enthusiasm from the children. “When you finally see
the kids walk in, and they are just gleaming,
they’re so excited, and especially, it really hit me
when Santa started walking out,” Brophy said
in an interview with the Collegian.
Beyond the evening of Yuletide festivities
provided to the kids, the party also aided parents in making the holiday season a memo-
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rable one regardless of their financial situation. To combat the monetary strain that gift
giving and holiday celebrations can place on
families, organizers allocated funds to ensure
that every child in attendance received a colorfully wrapped present appropriate for their age
group — which ranged from a dog stuffed animal for the toddlers to notebooks and drawing supplies for the preteens. Furthermore,
all 631 individuals who attended the event enjoyed a hot meal to accompany the entertainment, completely free of charge, according to
Osimetha.
Although Kenyon’s Greek life organizations spearheaded the event, the party also
drew funding and support from several other organizations. Beloved Kenyon all-male a
capella group The Kokosingers donned festive sweaters and reindeer antlers to serenade
the crowd with holiday classics such as “Little
Saint Nick” by the Beach Boys and “Auld Lang
Syne” by Robert Burns. According to Kokosinger William Breinholt ’25, the parents applauded the group enthusiastically, while the
kids bubbled with enthusiasm for Santa and
the holiday treats. “My favorite part was watching how excited the kids were,” Breinholt wrote
in an email to the Collegian. “It felt like the holiday season had officially started.”
Preparation for such an elaborate and largescale function was a monumental effort, with
planning that began in the spring of 2022, ac-

cording to Osimetha. In addition to creating a
GoFundMe page that amassed donations from
alumni, students and professors alike, both
DKE and Theta threw several fundraisers in
preparation for the party — including a DKE
x Theta Turkey Trot on the Gap Trail that drew
over 100 donors. Other fundraisers included
tabling in Peirce Dining Hall, selling late-night
snacks out of the North Campus Apartments
and holding a “Theta thrift” event at which students could purchase donated clothes.
Ultimately, the exhaustive planning and
fundraising efforts proved to be highly rewarding, with Theta and DKE raising an unprecedented $13,000 for the event. The funds
allowed them to purchase a massive inflatable
snow globe that children could race through,
a blow-up snowman that welcomed the families as they walked in the door and meaningful
gifts for the hundreds of children that attended.
While the decorations, food and funding raised for the event were impressive, to
Osimetha, the most inspiring aspect of this
year’s Shawn Kelly Holiday Party was the jubilation it brought to members of the Knox
County community — as well as the impact
it had on participants and volunteers alike. “In
my opinion, there are few experiences more
humbling than getting to serve the community
around you, especially when it entails providing hope and joy to families and children in
need of love,” he wrote.
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KSAAC hosts regional Special Olympics basketball event
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

This past Thursday, the Kenyon
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
(KSAAC) helped host the Knox County Special Olympics (KCSO) basketball regionals, a competition between
members of the KCSO’s basketball
team and members of the Richland
County Special Olympics team. Participants were organized into divisions based on age and ability and
competed against one another in a
number of skills contests. Although
KSAAC has partnered with KCSO
for the past decade, KSAAC co-Presidents Payton Doan ’23 and Jake Davidson ’23 noted that this was the first
time since before the pandemic that
the two organizations have worked together. The entire Kenyon community
was invited to support the players at
the event in the Lowry Center.
KCSO is a local program overseen
by Special Olympics Ohio, national
organizations and international organizations which aim to help local
children and adults with intellectual
disabilities participate in organized
sports. The program currently offers
practices for bowling, bocce, track
and field, powerlifting and basketball.
This semester, KSAAC has organized
basketball practices each Thursday in
the Lowry Center, where KSAAC representatives have helped lead drills for
about 20 individuals with intellectual
disabilities.
After practicing their skills the
past several weeks, participants had
the opportunity to showcase their talents and compete with and against
players from a different county at the
Special Olympics basketball regionals
event. Participants were grouped into
teams based not on their county but
on their ages and abilities, meaning
that they were competing both with
and against new people. Each division
had about four or five individuals who
competed in dribbling, shooting and
passing contests that were timed and
scored by KSAAC members.
Davidson noted that the most rewarding part of the partnership between KSAAC and KCSO is the rela-

Participants and KSAAC volunteers | COURTESY OF JAKE DAVIDSON
tionships that KSAAC representatives
and the basketball players have been
able to form with one another, especially after the pandemic. “One thing
that’s been really great about it this
year is that you’ve been able to see
KSAAC athletes and some of the basketball players from Special Olympics
form relationships where they’re very
excited to see each other, like they give
each other a hug when they see each
other, which has been really great, especially because we haven’t been able
to do it for awhile,” he said.
Besides this, Doan emphasized that
the event also served to raise awareness of the value of recognizing the
full potential of those with disabilities. “There are people with disabilities at Kenyon, but there aren’t necessarily people with severe intellectual
disabilities [like] we see at the Special
Olympics,” she said. “I really think
it’s important that we’re breaking that
stigma of not having that social connection to people like that. We’re definitely working, even if it is on a small
scale, to normalize the interaction between neurotypical and non-neurotypical people.”
The basketball program has also

helped strengthen the relationship
between Kenyon and the local community. “The thing that’s really important is that we, as Kenyon Athletics, really want to be partners with
the Knox County community and the
Mount Vernon community,” Davidson
said. “With that, we want to be able to
use our resources that we have, such
as our great athletic center, to connect the athletes that we have with the
great Special Olympics athletes of this
area.”
According to Doan, KCSO has invited KSAAC to help organize bowling and track and field practices in
the spring. Davidson also added that
KSAAC hopes to help KCSO participants become more involved in Kenyon athletics as well, such as by inviting them to home sporting events,
where they can spend more time with
the teams. And although these practices and competitions are organized
by KSAAC, Doan emphasized that everyone is invited and encouraged to
volunteer.
Talisha Beha, the service and support administrator at the Knox County Board of Developmental Disabilities, emphasized the importance of

both groups reconnecting with one
another after a lull brought on by the
pandemic, and she expressed excitement that KSAAC and KCSO will continue to bond and connect with one
another through sports. “Through this
partnership, our athletes have gained
so much more than honing their basketball skills. Many have found mentors and friendships among Kenyon’s
student-athletes, helping them to gain
confidence in themselves and engage
with their community,” she wrote in
an email to the Collegian.
Basketball practices will continue until March, and soon after that,
practices for spring sports will begin,
providing ample opportunities for
athletes and non-athletes alike to become involved.
“[It] has been very great that we’ve
reconnected this bond and it’s something that, as a senior, I want to have
continued long after I’m gone from
Kenyon, and I think that we’ve laid
the groundwork for that,” Davidson
said. “That’s something that I’m very
proud of our group for, because it has
been such a great partnership this
year, and we just want to keep it going
for years to come.”

Kenyon Ballet Company to start teaching classes this spring
SOPHIE PECK
STAFF WRITER

Beginning in the spring
semester, the newly formed
Kenyon Ballet Company will
host student-led classes for
beginning, intermediate and
advanced dancers. Co-founders Clare Purdy ’25 and Eve
Currens ’25 had the idea for
the club early last spring, and
they hope to get it approved
upon students’ return to campus in January. The goal of
the club is to create a space
for people of all backgrounds
to comfortably engage in the

art of ballet.
Purdy has loved ballet since
she was introduced to it as an
energetic kid. As she grew up,
she developed an appreciation
for ballet as a genre that encouraged artistic expression
and personal discipline while
also facilitating community.
“Ballet was that step for me to
gain back control and discipline while also letting myself
be really creative,” she said.
Upon coming to Kenyon,
Purdy wanted to share her
love of dance with the wider
student body. While the Department of Dance, Drama
and Film does offer classes of
varying levels each year, the

founders of the Kenyon Ballet
Company want people with an
interest in ballet to be able to
learn, regardless of their abilities or scheduling conf licts.
Purdy feels like the club will
make the dance community
at the College more accessible to students outside of the
department. Classes will be
drop-in, so dancers can join
at their leisure and come and
go as they please.
The club plans to host student-led classes, allowing for
experienced dancers to collaborate with those wanting to learn new skills. At
an interest meeting on Nov.
13, Purdy and Currens sur-

veyed those wanting to lead a
class, and they are planning
on creating a robust schedule of classes and instructors. Purdy envisions that the
classes will be structured like
conventional ballet practices,
with warmups, bar, positions,
jumps and turns. The beginner classes, especially, will introduce dancers to the basics
of ballet, which will give them
the technique and confidence
to move up to higher levels.
The hour- to hour-and-ahalf-long classes are planned
with enjoyment in mind as
well. “We are going to try to
have a lot of fun with music
options and variations,” said

Purdy.
Alongside the studenttaught classes, the Kenyon
Ballet Company is also planning on hosting movie nights
featuring a wide variety of
acclaimed ballet and dance
films. As the club builds its
membership, the founders are
hoping to be able to put on
performances for the community showcasing their work.
Purdy anticipates this happening later in the club’s existence. For now, students who
are interested in learning or
teaching ballet can find the
Kenyon Ballet Company on
Instagram
@kenyonballetcompany.
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Market dogs return to original 50-cent price for a day
CHARLOTTE RUFFINE
STAFF WRITER

For 14 long years, the Village Market
has sold hot dogs (“market dogs”) for $1.25,
but this Monday that streak was finally broken: On Dec. 5, the market dogs were sold
for their original price of only 50 cents. This
steep discount was the result of a joint effort
between Vice President for Student Life Bijan
Khaghani ’23, the College and the Market’s
owners.
In the past, the price of the market dog was
consistently 50 cents, but around the time of
the 2008 recession, rising food prices drove
the dogs to over a dollar. However, Khaghani
has been interested in bringing the market
dogs back as an affordable option. “When
alumni come back, they always talk about
how the market dog was 50 cents and they
always talk about, like, this is something that
they remember that they could get so much
for cheap.” He said that this had interested
him since he was a first year, but it was only
recently that he saw an opportunity to work
toward this goal.
In August of this year, Betsy and Nick
Jones purchased the Village Market. As the
Joneses started making additions to the Market’s menu, such as acai bowls and pizza,
Khaghani became a more frequent customer.
Eventually, Khaghani and the Joneses formed
a cordial relationship, and Khaghani, the
Joneses and Vice President of Student Affairs
Celestino Limas began discussing the Market
Dog Day. The dogs would be sold at only 50
cents. This was an exciting proposition, as it
would help cement the Market into the community and engage students with a growing
Gambier business.
Limas noted that Khaghani’s idea appealed to him because it would both enhance
students’ experiences with the Market and
encourage students to experience an iconic
aspect of Gambier’s history. “Bijan Khaghani
’23 approached me with the idea earlier in the
fall and I immediately thought it was brilliant,” Limas wrote in an email to the Collegian. “It feeds two birds with the same seed by

The Village Market sold more than 400 hot dogs on Monday. | COURTESY OF BIJAN KHAGHANI
reviving a tradition in market dogs that had
been dormant for a few years, while providing a much needed way for students this fall to
come together with residents of the village at a
time when exams are just around the corner.”
As Khaghani, Limas and the Joneses discussed moving forward with their vision, they
realized that the low price of 50 cents would
result in drastic losses for the market because
each hot dog costs over a dollar to produce.
They reasoned that in order to turn a profit,
Market goers would need to buy many more
items other than the dogs. However, an anonymous donor associated with the College subsidized the event, making sure the Market at
least split even.
In the weeks leading up to Market Dog
Day, which was scheduled around finals
week, Khaghani started hinting about the
event on social media and in Student Council meetings. “If you read the Student Council minutes, there were like secret messages in

my minutes,” he said. “I would put a random
hotdog or be like, ‘Oh the Village Market is really interesting.’”
Market Dog Day was a massive success.
Students were happy to pay the low price and
were encouraged to buy additional market
goods. “I would pay so much for those hot
dogs. I love hot dogs and the fact that they’re
already cheap to begin with! That was everything,” Collette Barnett ’25 said. Barnett,
along with a few other students, was lucky
enough to be served by Khaghani himself,
who helped serve the dogs from 11-1 p.m..
Khaghani hopes that this event can begin
a new Kenyon tradition and inspire future
students. “I feel like my role at Kenyon coming in through my senior year has just been to
show people that, if you do it, Kenyon is a place
where you can make things possible still, that
hasn’t been lost from COVID,” he said. “I hope
the market dog stays for a long time.”
Beyond potentially starting a new Ken-

yon tradition, Market Dog Day proved to be
a success for the Joneses. They sold 408 dogs
and saw an approximately 200% increase in
total sales — a record Monday. “I told Nick
that I was like, ‘It feels like almost after Monday [when the acai bowls and pizza were first
sold], the Village Market has been kinda like
a hangout place, it’s kinda been cool now,”
Betsy Jones said. The couple also noted how
rewarding it has been to take part in such an
iconic part of Gambier and expressed hopes
that Market Dog Day could become a tradition.
In the meantime, the Village Market is excited to continue brainstorming new ways to
improve student life, either by bringing back
beloved Kenyon traditions or by providing
new goods and services for the student body.
Students and locals are encouraged to visit the
Market and to call the store’s new number,
740-233-3003, with any questions or comments.

BFC awards over $100,000 in spring semester allocations
GRIFFIN MEYER
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, the Student Council’s Business
and Finance Committee (BFC) announced the
allocation of this year’s spring semester funds
reserved for student organizations. According
to Vice President of Business and Finance Melissa Nixon ’23, about $185,000 was requested
in total across 47 groups. The committee ultimately allocated about $116,000 and provided
at least partial funds to all but three organizations, who received nothing.
The spring semester allocation follows the
extremely rapid depletion of this fall semester’s
supplemental funds, all of which were exhausted by mid-September. The BFC hosted a town
hall meeting in October to raise awareness of
this issue, which Nixon noted was partly due
to the current student activity fee of $125, an
amount that was instituted during the pandemic. Many of the BFC’s recent struggles to
adequately fund student organizations has
been due to the fact that this student fee has not
been raised back to their previous amount of
$150 since in order to support post-pandemic
activity.
In an effort to alleviate the challenges posed
by the BFC’s financial constraints, the committee has encouraged organizations this semester

to reallocate unutilized fall semester funding
toward the spring semester. According to Nixon, this carryover hasn’t been allowed in the
past but was necessary this semester in order to
provide adequate funding to as many groups
as possible.
As a result of the lack of money, only 23
organizations received full funding. The organizations that received the largest full-funds
were the Queer and Trans People of Color
(QTPOC) club, which received about $6,780
for its speaker event; Kenyon College Players
(KCP), which received $6,450 to be directed
mainly toward props, sets and costumes; the
Black Student Union, which received $6,450
to be directed mostly toward services and accommodations for its Black History Month
speaker; and the Coalition for Christian Outreach, which received about $5,680 for a Jubilee
conference.
The organization that received the most
funding was the Horn Gallery, which was allocated $16,500. It was denied only the $500 it requested for art grants and was funded $2,000
less than it had requested for artist honorariums. The money the Horn Gallery did receive
will be used to replace sound equipment and
pay sound technicians, as well as to pay honorariums for five or six bands and to provide accommodations such as dinner, transportation

and lodging for visiting artists. Horn Gallery
Manager Eli Haberberg ’23 noted that the large
funds the organization received are necessary
in order for the Horn to carry out its unique
day-to-day operations of serving as a public
venue space for students to enjoy free entertainment. “The Horn’s sizable funding is a natural extension of our every event being free and
open, both to the Kenyon community and the
general public — a feature which distinguishes
the Horn from the majority of student organizations,” Haberberg wrote in an email to the
Collegian. “The entirety of our funding is implemented toward events shared by the community at large, at no cost to the student body.”
Stephanie Kaufman ’23, artistic director
of the Kenyon College Players, noted that the
popularity of KCP shows has led to an increased need for funds. “We’re hoping to implement more performances of our shows because we’re not always able to get everyone who
wants to see our shows in to see them. There’s
limited seating in every venue we perform [at],
so adding an extra night to our shows will allow more people to see them,” Kaufman wrote
in an email to the Collegian. “The BFC was able
to help us with the money that we need to provide more to campus with each production.
This is one of our biggest goals for next semester, so it’s very exciting.”

In its attempts to best support the endeavors
of as many organizations as possible, the BFC
ultimately had to deny some organizations
any amount of funding in order to scrounge
together more money for organizations that
demonstrated more critical need. These three
organizations; Beekeeping Club, Photography
Club and Persimmons, were all fully denied.
Persimmons failed to attend the hearing, while
Beekeeping Club was encouraged to reallocate
their unused fall funds. Photography Club,
which requested $3,360 in order to buy 20 disposable cameras, 50 printing books and a photo printer to be kept in the Craft Center, was
denied in full. This was partly due to the BFC’s
judgment that the cost of the disposable cameras, $21 each, was too high considering the
low quality of the photos they would produce.
Despite many of the BFC’s financial challenges this semester and its inability to fully
fund every request it receives, the vast majority of organizations were funded with enough
money to help support the goals and visions of
each group. “Our reaction to receiving funds
was relief and gratitude. I’d like to think KCP
has a good working relationship with the BFC,
but it’s always nerve-wracking to ask for funds,
especially when it’s a lot of money,” Kaufman
wrote. “They’re obviously not able to fund every project request that comes their way.”
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Students face fears under hypnosis from Evan Gambardella
MADELEINE MAGILL
FEATURES EDITOR

As harmonic progressions and
rhythmic music echoed in the Gund
Commons Ballroom on the night of
Nov. 30, dozens of students prepared to
experience hypnosis. Social Board invited Evan Gambardella, a “motivational mind wizard,” to perform at Kenyon.
With popcorn in hand, students gathered to watch their peers get hypnotized
— and a few chose to participate in the
show.
When an individual is hypnotized,
Gambardella explained at the event,
they are fully awake, alert and aware.
Rather than a form of mind control, he
said, hypnosis is a type of trance where
a subject doesn’t care as much as they
usually would about what they are doing. That might be why several students
were willing to publicly perform a variety of strange actions that were requested of them on stage that night.
At different points in the program,
Gambardella asked participants to
imagine they were professional horse
scouts, to attempt to read the minds of
select students in the audience and even
to forget their own names. Later on in
the show, when he asked some students
to say their names into a microphone,
each claimed to have temporarily forgotten it.
Tess Abraham-Macht ’25 described
her experience of engaging in the performance that night in an interview
with the Collegian. While she didn’t forget her name, she did experience some

Participants gather on stage with hypnotist Evan Gambardella. | MADELEINE MAGILL
other strange effects. “I felt like I had to
do what he was saying and my body was
just doing it,” she said. “And I was in a
liminal space. I definitely felt weird and
not like myself, and I was just blindly
following what was happening.”
Hypnosis is possible because our
brains sometimes struggle to perceive
reality, Gambardella explained. When
we watch television, for instance, we react emotionally to things that we know
consciously are not real, he said. In a
similar way, hypnosis involves shifting one’s focus to reinterpret reality.
“It’s actually a practice of sculpting our
imagination,” he said.
As Abraham-Macht and fellow participants danced on stage, delivered
roasts to the hypnotist and completed
several other commands from Gambardella, the event introduced students
to the theory of practicing hypnosis to
improve mental health. Anxiety, Gam-

bardella said, “is imagination mingled
with memory.” He asked two students
who said they feared public speaking
to spontaneously deliver a speech to the
audience. At another point, participants
impersonated animals they were scared
of. Through ordering his subjects to test
their fears, Gambardella attempted to
show the audience that we are capable
of redirecting our thoughts in a positive
direction. At the beginning of the event,
he made a promise: “Everything by design in this program is going to make
you better than when you walked into
the room.”
Delaney Klace ’25 watched intently
from the audience. She said that it was
especially entertaining to watch her
cousin, Abraham-Macht, engage in the
show. “It was really weird to see her on
stage and have a completely blank expression. It didn’t seem like there were
any thoughts behind her eyes.”

Klace believes that while hypnosis
might help to temporarily relieve anxieties, it isn’t a true solution to mental
health problems. “Maybe immediately
after [hypnosis] you would feel different
or kind of like a weight has been lifted.
But I definitely think in order to solve
actual mental health problems you need
to seek out help from a therapist.”
For Abraham-Macht, the experience felt like a balance between having
fun and practicing affirmational thinking under her apparent state of hypnosis. “Half of it was maybe this comedic
thing for the audience and then half was
sort of about finding internal peace,”
she said. “I thought that it was interesting that there was that sort of self-love
aspect of it.” Regardless of whether the
hypnosis session had its intended effects
on the participants, both the audience
and the performers immersed themselves in the surreal experience.

Hidden gem in the Village: the Gambier Community Library
SACHA FRANJOLA
STAFF WRITER

Tucked away in a quiet hall
within the Gambier Community
Center is one of the Village’s hidden gems — the Gambier Community Library, which has been
serving patrons from the Village
since its inception in 1981. Branch
Manager Cindy Dean oversees the
operations of the library, which
includes everything from placing
book orders to organizing storytimes. She is enthusiastic about
its future and hopes more people
will utilize the library in the coming months: “The busier it is, the
more I like it,” she said.
Dean took care to express that
the library is organized with a
great deal of love and attention
to detail. Her favorite section is
the children’s reading area, which
she rearranged herself to facilitate
play and engagement with the library’s resources. The children’s
section features a large bulletin
board that gets redecorated periodically for monthly storytime
and crafting events that Dean
hosts. For the December iteration,
the board was transformed into a
large bed with lines from Clem-

list the many services that Gambier residents can take advantage of. There is a small computer area located near the library
entrance, and patrons are able to
use the printers and copiers for a
small fee. The library also participates in a statewide interlibrary
loan system, which allows visitors to request books that Gambier doesn’t already have from any
public library in Ohio. As Dean
said: “If we don’t have it, we can
get it for you.”
According to Dean, handling
the day-to-day challenges of the
library hinges on preparing as
much as possible ahead of time.
COURTESY OF SACHA FRANJOLA
“I really don’t get stressed out too
ent Clarke Moore’s “’Twas the lot of traffic. It was in 2021, and much. Sometimes when I’m getNight Before Christmas” embla- COVID was still out there — but ting ready for a program it can
zoned at the top. Dean’s plan for my main goal was to have more be stressful, but I do my stuff way
the post-storytime craft is to have people come in.” Dean credits the ahead of time so I make sure I
the children draw themselves on new Meadow Lane Student Resi- have enough supplies. For things
paper plates to be placed on the dences, known colloquially as the like the summer reading proboard, representing the children “Mods,” with drumming up more gram, I get a little flustered trying
in the story “nestled all snug in library patrons due to their close to get everything ready, but I don’t
their beds.”
proximity to the library. “The really panic much because I’ve
Dean’s eagerness to include Meadow Lane apartments have been doing it for quite a while.”
Dean has become a fixture in
community members in the go- driven up traffic, and I’ve actually
ings-on of the library extends had two Kenyon students come in the community through the many
years she has been involved with
readily to Kenyon students. “I’m and ask to volunteer for me.”
trying to get more and more kids
Having been involved with Knox County libraries. During
to come in. When I first took Knox County libraries for the last her interview with the Collegian,
[the library] over, there wasn’t a thirty years, Dean was quick to she frequently stood to greet li-

brary regulars and chat about the
upcoming holiday season. At one
point, a mother and her young son
offered Dean a fresh cup of Wiggin Street Coffee that they had
picked up for the librarian, illustrating the profoundly welcoming
atmosphere of the space.
When asked about the future
of the Gambier Community Library, Dean said that her main
goal is simply to increase the
number of people interacting with
the library. “You know, I’d like to
see more traffic coming in. Before
I retire, I’m trying to get my stats
way up with people coming in.
That’s my major goal: more people
and more kids.” Dean also noted
that she’d love to see more Kenyon
students in particular at the library. “[Chalmers Library has] all
their textbooks and stuff like that,
but this is more for enjoyment, so
I want them to know that they can
come here for fiction and nonfiction and just to say hello!”
The Gambier Community Library is open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It can
be reached at (740)-427-BOOK.
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Equestrian team overcomes hurdles, finds horseback success
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

The Kenyon College Equestrian
Team (KCET), the smallest club sports
organization on campus, has made a
name for itself beyond Gambier after
impressive performances at four shows
this semester. The team competed in
two shows at Otterbein University on
Nov. 5 and 6 and earned reserve champion (or second place) at both. They
also celebrated their captain, Lauren
Childs ’24, who won high point rider
both days and earned the most points
of any of the competitors. Considering
the team’s small size, limited resources
and extended hiatus due to the pandemic, KCET has reached an impressive level of success.
KCET competes in the Intercollegiate Horse Shows Association (IHSA),
an organization that provides a competitive equestrian league and show
season for collegiate horseback riders. KCET competes against nine other
schools in the Zone 6, Region 2 division, such as Denison University, Ohio
State University, Ohio Wesleyan University and Otterbein University. KCET
typically participates in eight shows a

year, and this season has proved itself
to be a competitive force within its
division. At KCET’s two most recent
showings, it was out-performed only
by Otterbein University, which Childs
noted has a plethora of resources that
KCET does not have, such as its own
horses and facilities on campus.
KCET’s recent success this year is
particularly noteworthy considering
the team’s struggles the past few years
to find reliable coaches and training
facilities. Although these challenges
led a few members to opt out of regular participation, many of them returned this year after Childs found
Nancy Arledge to serve as the team’s
new coach. Since establishing this relationship, the team has been taking
lessons at Arledge’s barn in Pataskala,
Ohio, where many of the team’s members practice about once a week.
Although coaching and pandemicrelated challenges have been largely
addressed this semester, the team still
faces financial concerns due to the
sport’s many high expenses. KCET received $11,838 of the $150,000 in funds
available from the Business and Finance Committee’s (BFC) fall semester allocation this past year, according
to Vice President for Business and Fi-
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Senior Class Total:

19

nance Melissa Nixon ’23. The team has
used the funds to cover showing and
coaching fees, as well as scholarships
for two students who demonstrated financial need. The riders are responsible for paying for their own lesson fees
as well as for their equipment, such as
show coats, boots, gloves, belts and
helmets.
Rachel Wolters ’23, who has been a
member of the team since her freshman year, noted that a traditional aspect of the sport is the importance
of the riders’ attire and that, as a result, high-quality equipment and riding clothing tend to be expensive. She
explained that many A-Circuit riders,
for example — highly talented and experienced riders who tend to compete
with their own horses outside of collegiate leagues — often own show coats
that cost around $1,500. According
to Childs and Wolters, in an effort to
limit the challenges posed by the high
costs, the team does its best to share
different clothing items such as boots,
shirts and coats at the competitions —
an experience that, although not terribly traditional, has ultimately served
to bring the team closer together. “Obviously we wouldn’t let anyone walk
into the ring not looking correct, so

Junior Class Total:

20

we work really hard, and I think that’s
also another bonding experience, just
switching show coats and being really
helpful to everybody, being like, ‘Oh,
I’ll be there right when you get off so
that I can grab your show coat, and I’ll
give you my boots,’” Childs said.
“We’re literally putting each others’
shoes on for each other,” Wolters added. “So we can take one boot off, put
the shoe on, put the other boot on.”
The equestrian team’s success this
past semester — not only at their
shows but in their ability to overcome
the challenges they have faced — is impressive, and it paves the way for an exciting future. The team looks forward
to continuing to establish themselves
as a dominant team within their division and hopes to someday outperform
Otterbein University. Until then, the
team hopes to continue to improve and
expand, and is grateful that its members are finally able to bond together
again over a shared love of horses and
horseback riding. “We’re all like family,” Childs said. “A lot of really good
friendships have been formed through
everyone being on the team, so it’s
good. And we’re going to try to get
more people out here and get an even
bigger team.”

Sophomore Class Total:

18

First-Year Class Total:

16

Answer

Adam Silberg ‘23

Ben Lantz ’24

John Kibler ’25

Zack Spivack ’26

Where will Sean Decatur be
working beginning in April?

American Museum of
Natural History

Natural History Museum

Back on campus

Natural History Museum

Here at Kenyon

What does Mariah Carey want for
Christmas?

You

You

You

You

You

Roughly how many eggs does
Peirce Dining Hall go through in
a week?

3600 ± 500

2,000

5,000

10,000

500

Qatar

Qatar

Qatar

Qatar

Qatar

Weekly Scores

3

2

In what country is the 2022 FIFA
World Cup currently being held?

3

2
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Take 5 performs cozy jazz tunes in their Winter concert
LIAM VALLIANOS-HEALY
STAFF WRITER

As the cold descended on
Kenyon last week, students
f locked to Rosse to warm
themselves up and enjoy a
night of a cappella tunes performed by Kenyon’s premiere
jazz a cappella group, Take
5. After a 2021-22 season of
incredible concerts, Take 5’s
new leadership had big shoes
to fill. An eclectic medley of
songs was chosen and performed by some of the most
capable singers on the Hill,
furthering Take 5’s reputation
as a force to be reckoned with
in Kenyon’s a cappella scene.
Opening the concert with
its most experienced members, Take 5 showcased the
talent of its senior leadership with covers of “Orange
Colored Sky” (performed
by Stephanie Kaufman ’23),
“Agua de Beber” (performed
by Will Newhart ’24) and
“Slow Like Honey” (performed by Zoë Casdin ’23).
Hank Thomas ’24 performed
a sublime cover of “Love Me
or Leave Me” (originally re-

corded by Frank Sinatra), followed by a performance by
the two of the newest members of Take 5. Amanda Kuo
’26 and Gideon Malherbe ’24
performed an excellent cover
of “Something Stupid” (originally recorded by Frank and
Nancy Sinatra). It was a fantastic effort for their rookie
season, with both performers
showing an incredible amount
of promise and raw intrinsic
talent, pointing to an exciting
future for Take 5’s next generation. Take 5’s experienced
sophomores shone brightly
as well, with covers of “I’m
In The Mood for Love” (performed by Maddie Vandeberg
’25), “Me & Mr. Jones” (performed by Alana Goldstein
’25) and “Just A Cloud Away”
(performed by Drew Sutherland ’25). Take 5’s other two
rookies, Isa Braun ’26 and
Mia Huerta ’25, then took the
stage with a magnificent cover of “Cheek to Cheek ” (originally recorded by Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong).
The newest members of
Take 5 all showed an incredible level of talent and demonstrated that the singing group

has a bright future ahead, a
sentiment echoed by Take 5
president Stephanie Kaufman
in a message to the Collegian:
“[It] went very well! Our tech
week was pretty stressful, but
it paid off. I’m so proud of everyone. The preparation for
this concert felt a little more
stressful than last year because we had such an incredible leadership team last year
— we (Zoë and I) are still
learning how to lead this year.
We’re looking to improve
playing out to the audience to
ensure they’re having as much
as us! Look forward to hearing our senior solos ... in the
spring!”
While all songs performed
were fantastic, the highlight
(as it is for every Take 5 concert) was when Take 5 invited
alumni to the stage for a reunion performance with the
current members. A tradition that draws as much awe
as it does emotion, it was a
special moment as several
alumni joined the group and
performed “Every Time I Say
Goodbye.”
On a night that threatened
low attendance due to weather,

COURTESY OF TAKE 5
finals season and the Chasers
concert the same night, Take 5
drew a sizable crowd that they
should be extremely proud
of. Each and every performer sang with zeal and gusto
that often proves difficult to
project, cementing Take 5’s

reputation as one of the most
outstanding musical groups at
Kenyon. There is much to look
forward to for Take 5’s spring
concert, one that will prove
incredibly emotional as the
last concert for seniors Casdin
and Kaufman.

Symphonic Wind Ensemble entertains with timely music

COURTESY OF SACHA FRANJOLA
SACHA FRANJOLA
STAFF WRITER

On Dec. 4, the Symphonic
Wind Ensemble performed
its final concert of the semester, which featured numerous
works that invigorated listeners and called attention to
current events. John B. McCoy-Banc One Distinguished
Teaching Professor of Music
Dane Heuchemer, the band’s
director, fostered a comfortably amiable atmosphere for
the audience, often interjecting to go into detail about the
history of the pieces being
performed or explaining the
thought process behind their
selection. The result was a

deeply thoughtful program
that filled Rosse Hall with optimism and amusement.
Opening with Dana Wilson’s 1998 piece titled “Shortcut Home,” the ensemble
quickly moved to a presentation of two national anthems
— the “Star Spangled Banner” and Ukraine’s “The glory
and freedom of Ukraine has
not yet perished.” Heuchemer took care to note that the
choice to play both anthems
was informed by empathy for
the Ukrainian people who are
suffering as a result of the
ongoing war with Russia. He
urged the audience to consider their privilege living in a
nation at comparative peace.
The performance of the anthems was quite moving, and

it was clear that the musicians
took the responsibility of
playing them very seriously.
Immediately following the
two national anthems was another social-justice-oriented
piece, Karel Husa’s composition “Music for Prague 1968.”
In another address to the audience, Heuchemer explained
how Husa was inspired by the
Soviet put-down of protests
in the Czech Republic in the
spring of 1968, an event that
eventually became known as
the Prague Spring. Comparing it loosely to the current
situation in Ukraine, he again
encouraged the audience to
be mindful of their favorable
circumstances. The piece itself was extremely interesting, as it had distinctly avant-

garde rhythms that required
the ensemble members to listen carefully to one another
in order to produce the right
kind of sound at the right moments. Though this was undoubtedly a challenge, they
handled its complexity with
grace while making the more
unsettling moments of dissonance in the music agreeable
to listeners. The first half of
the concert was concluded
with a smaller selection of the
ensemble playing Franz Joseph Haydn’s “Two Marches
for Harmoniemusik,” which
provided an appropriate contrast to the strangeness and
experimentation of the Husa
piece.
Following a brief intermission, the ensemble played
three pieces from “Civil War
Brass Journal,” whose jaunty
and brassy tone provided a
good warmup for the second
half of the concert. The group
then moved to a selection
from a 1941 work by José Pablo Moncayo titled “Huapango!” that Heucheumer said
would be presented in full
during the Symphonic Wind
Ensemble’s next concert in
February. Similar to the pieces from “Civil War Brass Journal,” “Huapango!” was notably more upbeat, giving the
audience a reprieve from the
deeply emotional mood of the

concert’s first half. Though
the piece was unfinished and
in some places a bit rough, the
musicians were able to keep
up with its demanding speed
and rhythms remarkably well.
The concert’s conclusion
featured a surprise — preceding the performance of Alfred
Reed’s 1969 work, “Russian
Christmas Music,” the musicians stood and sang “Carol of
the Russian Children,” a short
choral piece that is traditionally sung alongside Reed’s
composition. Despite the fact
that the ensemble is purely
instrumental, they formed
a lovely choir that embodied the childlike eagerness of
both pieces. “Russian Christmas Music” was the perfect
closer, providing a seasonally
appropriate and hopeful energy, while not forgetting the
solemnities of the music presented in the first half.
Kenyon’s Symphonic Wind
Ensemble is filled with remarkably committed and
adaptable musicians who performed a challenging set with
impressive elegance. The passion of its director, Heuchemer, was apparent throughout
the entire event, matched only
by the enthusiasm of the audience. The only misfortune
of the concert was that there
were not more people there to
experience it.
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Chamber Singers, Community Choir host winter concert
MEIYA CARTER
ARTS ASSISTANT

On Saturday, I attended the Kenyon College Chamber Singers and Kenyon Community Choir concert at Rosse
Hall. The ensembles put on biannual
performances where students perform
many songs that they had been practicing throughout the year. The Community Choir is a chorus open to students,
faculty and other members of the community; students can participate in the
choir by formally enrolling in the class,
which counts for the Fine Arts diversification credit. The Chamber Singers are
also an audition-based choir that meets
five hours a week and practices a capella.
The singers performed a wide variety
of songs during their performance, one
of the most memorable was a song by the
composer Mark Sirett called “Ce beau
printemps.” The Chamber Singers, along
with the Community Choir, are direct-

ed by the Professor of Music Ben Locke.
In an email to the Collegian, Locke expressed how proud he was of the performance. “In general terms, I am most
proud of what the choirs accomplished
given that there was an unusually large
turnover in membership; for example,
56% of the Chamber Singers were new to
the ensemble, so I really had no clear idea
of how well they would come together to
reach the standards of past years. The
same was true of the Community Choir.
After a few weeks I was able to both challenge them and set reasonable goals for
them to achieve; the intrinsic beauty of
the compositions captured their imaginations and, in my opinion, inspired
them to give their best,” Locke said.
I thought that the Chamber Singers and the Community Choir did an
outstanding job during their performance. There were many performers who showed skill and dedication to
their songs, and they did not disappoint.
Locke said that the concert left him very

satisfied and that the performance superseded all of the previous practices
done in rehearsal. “I think we connected
in profound ways with the audience, either by beauty of sound or by meaning
of the texts we sang,” he said. “One indication of this was the fact that audience
members picked many different songs as
their favorites, which meant our execution of the compositions was even across
the board — in other words, choosing
a favorite piece had not been reliant on
how well it was sung,”
There were many beautiful moments
to watch during the performance, and I
remember getting goosebumps as I sat in
the audience listening to the songs that
were sung. Each and every one of the students sang with an impressive amount
of precision and harmony. One of my
favorite moments was during the song
“In the Beginning of Creation” by Daniel Pinkham, when every student started
murmuring, mimicking how a crowded
room would sound. Even during the mo-

ments where the singers were supposed
to be chaotic, everyone still managed to
make the song sound in sync.
A lot of time and dedication went
into practicing, and those in the Kenyon College Chamber Singers practiced every day before the performance.
“The Chamber Singers practiced every
weekday from Aug. 31, and the Community Choir rehearsed once a week on
Wednesday evenings starting Sept. 7,”
Locke said. “Happily, the more severe
restrictions concerning COVID protocols were lifted, allowing both groups
to practice inside in Brandi Recital Hall,
with masking optional. This made it
much easier for the groups to learn the
music and get a glimpse of the end results much sooner.” There will be many
more opportunities to hear the Chamber Singers and the Community Choir. I
urge everyone to attend one of their concerts, even if you are someone who has
heard them perform before, as you will
not be disappointed.

Review: ‘Barbarian’ is a fresh horror despite tired tropes
KYLIE MULLALY
STAFF WRITER

This review of “Barbarian”
(2022) contains spoilers.
“Barbarian,” a 2022 horror film, finally made its way to
streaming services this October,
and in an attempt to avoid the
mountain of final assignments I
had piling up, I dove under my
covers and watched the highly
anticipated movie.
The film follows protagonist
Tess Marshall (Georgina Campbell) as she arrives at her Airbnb
in Detroit, only to find that the
house has been double-booked
and she will have to share the
residence with a stranger, Keith
(Bill Skarsgård). Despite her
concerns, Tess finds a much
more urgent danger inside the
house: a creature who lives
in the basement and kidnaps
people to play out her fantasy
of motherhood. After capturing Tess and killing Keith, she
takes AJ Gilbride (Justin Long),
the owner of the Airbnb and a
Hollywood actor fired after receiving sexual assault allegations, captive as well. Together,
AJ and Tess attempt to escape
the creature, discovering she is
the incestuous product of a geriatric rapist. In the final scene,
AJ tries to kill Tess in an act of
self preservation, inciting the
rage of the creature, who kills
him and attempts to bring Tess
back to the house. Tess, whose
empathy has been her downfall
throughout the film, hesitates to
kill the creature, but ultimately

pulls the trigger.
Writer and director Zach
Cregger was inspired by the
self-help book The Gift of Fear
by Gavin de Becker. Cregger
recalled a chapter that encouraged “women to pay attention to
these little minor red flags that
men can give off in day-to-day
situations.” This can be seen in
the opening scenario between
Tess and Keith in small moments like when Tess realizes he
opened her bedroom door in the
middle of the night. The casting
of Skarsgård was an intentional
choice on Cregger’s part, as audiences are familiar with him as
the infamous Pennywise from
“It” (2017). I found myself expecting him to be the antagonist
because of this association and
became immediately suspicious
of his character even though he
was the stereotypical nice guy.
Using an actor that is known as
a horror villain gives audiences
an disturbed sensation when he
appears on screen, mirroring
how Tess would feel in her situation with Keith. In the same
way that we are searching for
indications that he might be the
villain, Tess is looking for the
red flags that tell her this man is
dangerous.
Since Cregger is telling a
story about encountering “red
flags,” the remainder of the story — where Tess is either being
pursued, captured or harmed by
the monster, who I interpreted
to be a personification of rape —
can be understood as an allegory
for the consequences of ignoring
these warning signs. Because of
these themes, “Barbarian” is at
times uncomfortable to watch,

and this was emphasized by the
cinematography, which includes
quick, jarring shots and bizarre
perspectives.
Even though “Barbarian” does
not avoid tropes, as it includes the
classic final girl, plenty of jump
scares, a series of clumsy escapes
and a house with a history, the
visual aspects of this film were
unexpected and suspenseful. The
worst of the tropes included was
the harbinger, a homeless man
living on the same street as the
Airbnb. In the horror genre, the
harbinger delivers an ominous
warning or explanation of mysterious circumstances. The harbinger in “Barbarian” is a poorly
developed character who dies the
instant his onscreen purpose is
fulfilled. I was disappointed that
an otherwise excellently written
movie, where the rest of the characters were all representative of
perpetrators or victims of sexual
assault, that this character was
dull and practically irrelevant.
Additionally, Cregger’s choice
to kill the monster was dissatisfying. The concept of rape cannot be killed or erased. I believe
Cregger was attempting to portray Tess as a victim who overcame rape by killing her monster.
However, at this point in the film,
the monster has been established
as a victim herself, and considering Tess’s empathetic character, it
did not make sense for her to kill
the creature. An ending more cohesive to the allegory of assault
would have had the monster and
Tess both survive the final scene,
showing that while this violence
can be escaped, it cannot be eliminated.
Overall, I admire the way

COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY STUDIOS
Cregger tackled this topic. I
was thoroughly entertained
through the 105-minute run
time and found myself delightfully disturbed by the imagery.
Each actor gave a phenomenal
performance, complemented
by the creative cinematography and sound design. Recently, horror movies have either

seemed to be A24 art films or
slashers that follow a predictable, trope-filled format. “Barbarian” is for audiences who
appreciate both but are tired of
watching the same two movies
over and over again. Whether
you are a fan of the genre or
not, “Barbarian” is a suspenseful and meaningful watch.
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Thank you,
President Decatur
Thank you, President Sean “D-Cat” Decatur.
We want to thank Decatur for over nine years of
service to Kenyon College and to the thousands of
students who have come and gone during that time.
Through the vitriol of shifting national politics and the
perils of the COVID-19 pandemic, Decatur guided the
Kenyon community to unprecedented economic and
academic success with resolve. While his presidency
was far from perfect, Decatur’s efforts to increase diversity and strengthen the Kenyon community deserve
commendation.
Since Decatur took office, he has had the opportunity to lead students, faculty and staff through an array
of challenges. Within the first few years of his tenure,
Donald Trump was elected president, worrying many
in the campus community. Decatur stood strong in
this moment and fought through to protect those vulnerable to Trump’s policies. Decatur also urged constructive political discourse during this time, arguing
that success in college is exhibited by effective citizenship and a passion toward continued learning. More
recently, Decatur has initiated work towards making
Kenyon an anti-racist institution.
Decatur’s legacy may most prominently be embodied in the $500 million capital drive he has led. Under his oversight, the Our Path Forward campaign
achieved its initial goal of $300 million, and after an
anonymous donor provided another $100 million for
housing investments, the project was expanded. Beyond infrastructure, the campaign will support scholarships and financial aid to make the College accessible
to students from a wider array of backgrounds.
For nearly a decade, Decatur met with the Collegian
executive staff on a weekly basis to discuss pertinent
matters relating to our stories and the campus itself.
Those conversations were instrumental to the integrity
of our publication, as he provided invaluable insights
that brought both nuance and depth to the Collegian
— for which we are immensely thankful.
This is not to say, of course, that Decatur’s tenure
has been without its controversies. Years of resisting
student workers’ efforts to unionize and a lack of response to students who last year demanded the College take actions that concretely support the trans community (after a delayed statement of support for Rhea
Debussy), are contrary to the spirit of community that
Kenyon embodies at its best.
If the contentions of the past several years are any
indication, Kenyon still has a long way to go in its pursuit of social justice. While Decatur mishandled some
situations (which the College’s next leader will need to
address), we hope that his successor will build on his
legacy of working toward a more diverse campus and
being transparent with the Kenyon community.
Sincerely,
Salvatore, Amelia and Reid
The staff editorial is written weekly by Editors-inChief Amelia Carnell ’23 and Salvatore Macchione ’23
and Executive Director Reid Stautberg ’23. You can contact them at carnell1@kenyon.edu, macchione1@kenyon.edu and stautberg1@kenyon.edu, respectively.
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Letter to the Editor
Based on student survey data in 2019, 18% of
students reported being sexually assaulted during their time at Kenyon, a rate 80% higher than
peer institutions and an 84% increase from 2015.
Wednesday, Kenyon released the most recent
data from February 2022, albeit with a lower survey response rate, in which Kenyon students are
still assaulted at a rate that is 27% higher than at
peer institutions. The only dedicated sexual assault support service on campus is an advocate
from New Directions, the domestic abuse shelter and sexual violence crisis center located in
Mount Vernon, who comes to the Cox Health and
Counseling Center 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. every Tuesday. Survivors at Kenyon College are in uniquely
vulnerable circumstances due to a lack of sexual assault advocacy, support and prevention resources. Kenyon College is in need of confidential sexual assault peer-support services.
In 2018, sixteen students established the Sexual Respect Peer Alliance (SRPA), a group that
organizes peer-support and other resources for
sexual assault advocacy, support and prevention.
From the spring of 2020 until the fall of 2022,
SRPA was not a student organization under Kenyon, but an extension of New Directions. Using New Directions’ resources, SRPA supporters
underwent 40 hours of sexual assault advocacy
training, becoming official state advocates certified through the Ohio Alliance to End Sexual
Violence (OAESV), Ohio’s rape crisis coalition.
SRPA provided advocacy and peer support
to survivors of sexual assault on Kenyon’s campus and served as one of the few confidential
resources students could seek out. These confidential services consisted of emotional support,
assistance in navigating Title IX processes and
help accessing local healthcare resources, as well
as legal advocacy, suicide prevention and more.
Through our trusted relationships with fellow
students, SRPA was the most accessible sexual
assault advocacy and support resource at Kenyon. On Aug. 15, the Executive Director of New
Directions abruptly ended our partnership in
an email to SRPA, stating, “New Directions appreciates our ongoing collaborative efforts with
Kenyon College and the multiple departments in
which we partner. We also recognize the importance of nurturing these partnerships with our
loyalty being to Kenyon College as an institution
and not any one group over another.” Without
New Directions’ partnership, SRPA has been unable to provide peer support to survivors as we
had in previous semesters. SRPA is no longer an
extension of an OAESV affiliate, which is necessary for SRPA members to maintain their status
as state certified sexual assault advocates, and we
now lack the institutional backing that protected
us via legal representation.
When support services are not confidential,
providers act as mandated reporters and are required to disclose any suspicion of sexual assault
to a Title IX coordinator. In 2018, the Health
Center revoked the Peer Counselors’ confidentiality, rendering their services inaccessible. The
same happened with the Sexual Misconduct Advisors (SMAs), a confidential peer-run hotline
through the Health Center. The SMAs then disbanded, and most of them went on to establish
SRPA, as the decision to end their confidentiality by the Health Center leadership exacerbated

the lack of support services at Kenyon. New Direction’s termination of affiliation with SRPA is
the most recent loss of confidential peer-support
services at Kenyon.
This semester, SRPA members met with leaders of sexual assault peer-support groups at other
colleges and found that Kenyon is woefully lacking in basic resources for survivors, such as having full-time sexual assault advocacy and support staff and active peer-support networks. At
Kenyon, the Title IX process through the Office
for Civil Rights is often viewed as the sole resource for survivors of sexual violence. For survivors who do not wish to pursue institutional
processes, which in themselves can be intimidating and retraumatizing, it is imperative that
there is access to ample confidential support resources, where the information disclosed is not
required to be reported to Kenyon. Currently,
there are no sexual assault peer-support services
available on campus. This must change.
Peer support is not a privilege, it is a right.
For SRPA, the needs of Kenyon students are
foundational in our advocacy, support services,
programming, organization and training priorities. Since the start of the fall semester, we have
worked to figure out how to best move forward in
continuing to provide resources to our community. As we work to increase resources on campus
for sexual assault survivors, your voices and contributions are essential. If you are interested in
participating in a conversation on how survivors
can better be supported at Kenyon, we encourage
you to reach out to us via our email,
sexualrespectpeeralliance@gmail.com, with any
opinions or feelings. We will also send a Google
form for those who wish to remain anonymous.
Next semester, we will organize a town hall to
promote community discourse surrounding support services. We hope that each and every Kenyon student who wants their voice represented
will be a part of this conversation.
In an environment where students’ needs are
often not prioritized, we want students to know
that we are actively working to increase access
to the services you need. If you or someone you
know is in need of confidential support, we encourage you to reach out to New Directions via
their hotline, 740-397-4357 or website, or use
other trusted Kenyon resources.
With Love,
The Sexual Respect Peer Alliance (SRPA)
Lucie Canzoniero ’25
Tess Abraham-Macht ’25
Alison Buckley ’23
Julia Majesky ’23
Jess Besca ’24
August Hochman ’23
Ella Crowther ’25
Arianna Garcia ’25
Kinsey Uzelac ’23
Caroline Gill ’23
Catie Mendivil ’24
Flynn Klace ’23
Lee Nah ’25
Caleb Stern ’23

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the
community are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous
letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the
Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness.
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COLUMN:
At Kenyon,
finding fiction
is fictional
DOROTHY YAQUB
COLUMNIST

The average Kenyon student reads hundreds of pages each week. We pore over journal articles and textbooks, proofread our own
essays over and over and comb through the
JSTOR archives to find the perfect source. To
put it simply, we’re a literate bunch. But if you
approach a student and ask them what they’re
reading, 99% of the time they’ll respond with,
“something for class.” Reading for pleasure is
a fiction at Kenyon, and I think that needs to
change.
If you ask me, the main cause of this problem is how inaccessible non-academic books
are on campus. If you’re in the mood for a
murder mystery or romance novel, you certainly won’t have an easy time finding one in
Chalmers. Because it’s meant primarily as a
study space (and a storage receptacle for that
statue that looks like a walnut frozen in carbonite), all the actual literature is relegated to
L1 and L2. If you want to find a book, you have
to undergo the daunting task of venturing into
the library’s dark, seedy underbelly. And if
you manage to brave this peril, you’ll be hard
pressed to find anything that resembles a pleasure read. I know it’s common sense for a college library to have mostly academic texts, but
with over 250,000 books on file, you’d think
Chalmers could throw in a copy or two of The
Secret History.
There’s one other place on campus where
students can go to find books of this decade.
Surprise, surprise, it’s the bookstore. However, the bookstore’s selection is painfully limited; with so much space dedicated to snacks,
school supplies and hand-crafted Nepalese
tchotchkes, there’s very little room for actual
books. If you’re looking for something specific that isn’t a Penguin Classics or a New York
Times bestseller, you’re probably out of luck.
And on the off chance that they actually have
the book you’re looking for, be prepared to
shell out at least $20. I don’t blame the bookstore for this; I know they’re operating on a
tight profit margin, but it still sucks that reading for pleasure is out of so many students’
budgets.
I personally have found my way around
Kenyon’s book problem with the help of my
Kindle. I can get anything I want instantaneously, and e-books are a lot cheaper than
hard copies, but this still isn’t an ideal situation. I would much prefer to be reading for
free (and my mom would definitely prefer it
too). I’ve heard rumors of a so-called “Gambier Community Library,” but I have yet to see
proof this fabled space actually exists, so for
now I’m placing the burden of change on Kenyon. And to my fellow Owls: If you’re looking for something good to read, don’t be afraid
to approach me and ask to borrow a book. I’d
be happy to lend you something! But I can’t
promise I won’t force you to read Donna Tartt.
Dorothy Yaqub ’26 is a columnist for the
Collegian. She has not declared a major and is
from Santa Barbara. Calif. She can be reached
at yaqub1@kenyon.edu.
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Weekly Crossword
KYLE KELLEY
CROSSWORD EDITOR

Across
Across
1
Clear the decks?
5
Ante matter
10 Cape Cod catch
15 “Sound of Music” scenery
19 Chaucer chapter
20 Beyond the buoys
21 Copy in a sci-fi book
22 Lugosi of fright film fame
23 Frozen fairy-tale fortresses
25 Dreaded one, informally
26 Obi-Wan, offscreen
27 *A coin flip’s competitive alter
native
30 Hairy Addams Family member
31 Is possessive?
32 “Hooray!”
33 Shade-loving lily
35 Frequented for food
38 Uncertain sounds
41 Accessibility-focused vocal
technology
42 “You betcha”
43 Paine pamphlet of 1776
46 Local Latinx org.
51 Letters from your folks?
52 *Poster caption for an outlaw
55 “Just Joshin’!”
57 Word with band or knuckles
58 Tricky card game?
59 Apt rhyme of “fan”
60 _____ Lama
62 Sushi-bar selections
64 Ice cream man?
65 *What some current seniors will
become next year (they hope)
72 What not to give when someone
asks for your num.
75 “Jumanji” star Dunst
76 Has a long shelf life
80 In ___ of (rather than)
82 Purge like the Pied Piper
83 In ___ (grouchy)
88 Kenyon’s sports org.
89 *Outdated classroom tech re
placed with Epsons
93 Brief association?
94 Result of not leaving tips, per
haps
95 Binary strings in comp sci
97 Paper cutters, briefly?
98 Sidewalk stand soft drink suffix
100 Syllables from 18-Down
101 Chain that has the meats
102 Reason to recall food
105 Desert delusion
108 World cup cry
109 PC combo key
110 Europe hit... or a hint to con
tents hidden in the starred clues
118 Body images
120 Light bulb generators?
121 Like a TikTok that’s taking off
122 No longer interested in
123 Grand master’s specialty?
124 “I owe it _____ you”
125 Newbie
126 Fiddler by the fire
127 That’s a wrap!
128 Do course work?
129 Annual Austin festival, for short

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
24
28
29
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
42
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
53
54
56
61
62
63

Down
Mix things up?
Baylor’s base
The other possible answer to 2
6-Across
Soccer star from England
Houses in Havana
Surfer’s opening?
Cruise-ship stop
Pressure provider
Full of spunk and lip
Picture book?
Purse parts
Spot where many students sing
En pointe, in ballet
Letter opener?
Teddy’s Rushmore neighbor
Clark’s companion
Ben who was recently in “Parade”
Present-day hero
“Freaks and Geeks” producer Judd
Ticketed or credited
Longtime Dolphins coach Don
Outback gems
Sharp of smell
Big name in small trucks
Letters online
Backup military grp.
Intro to physics
“Yoshi’s Island” platform
Dr. Seuss’ title turtle
Snag suddenly
‘60s campus org.
“Farewell, Francois!”
Gave a shot, say
Nick’s time?
Show stopper
Start of a few choice words?
Rams’ ma’ams
“The Man Who Mistook His Wife
for ___” (1985 best-seller)
The U.N.’s ___ Hammarskjold
Bother big-time
Warnock’s title for the next six years
48-season NBC series

66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
77
78
79
81
83
84
85
86
87
90
91
92
96
98
99
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
119

Helping hands
Night vision
Vitamin intake std.
Felt ___ on one’s shoulder
Four front?
Go for the bronze
Homewrecker
Destroyer in Hinduism
Food, clothing, or shelter
Mystery Machine dog, familiarly
Arriving after hours
Wise men
Noted TV nerd
“How to Get Away With Murder”
star ___ Naomi King
Garage worker, briefly
Tres y cinco
R&B singer Redding
Dress up in
Lost all patience
Last of the Greeks?
Dramatic home-video series, 19962001
Movie trailer
Grammy-winning Grande
Ted of “The Good Place”
Kenyon building were everyone
counts
Latin percussion piece
Animal that holds hands while sleep
ing
The Kenyon Collegian and WKCO,
for examples
Beginning of bad news
“Pomp and Circumstance” composer
“I swear!”
Shakira’s are honest
Nat King ___
Silences squeaks
“Golden rule” preposition
African antelope
General activities?
Sweet’ ___ (sugar substitute)
Sign of a successful show
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From student-athletes to staff members at Kenyon College
CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

Most senior fall athletes are officially
done with their athletic careers, and now
will focus on the next part of their lives,
whether that means enjoying the rest of
senior year, applying to graduate school,
finding a job or something else entirely.
Two current staff members at Kenyon know
the transition well: Dean of Students Brian
Janssen, who swam at Denison University,
and Senior Assistant Director of Admissions JJ Jemison ’13, who played soccer at
Kenyon. While their paths are a bit different, both ended up working at Kenyon College as staff members. Janssen was recently
introduced as the dean of students, while
Jemison is starting in his sixth year working in the Office of Admissions.
As high school students, both Janssen
and Jemison were initially looking at Division I schools. “I was very naive,” Jemison
said when reflecting on the college search
process. “It wasn’t until later on in my high
school career and playing travel soccer at
a high level that I realized I wasn’t quite as
good as I thought I was.” After graduating
from Mount Vernon High School, Jemison
spent a post-grad year at Berkshire School
(Mass.), a college preparatory school, before
coming to Kenyon.
A fellow Buckeye from Cincinnati, Janssen was originally looking at schools in the
Atlantic Coast Conference, but opted for a
smaller school following his mom’s advice.
“I liked the smaller school atmosphere,” he
said. “It just ended up being a good space
for me.” At Denison, Janssen was a history
major and had a minor in political science.
Academics played a part in Jemison’s
search as well, as he ended up majoring in
American studies and concentrated in public policy. “Kenyon was kind of the perfect
balance of high-level academics, in addition
to a high-level soccer program, when I knew
I could be competing for national championships year in and year out,” he said.
Upon entering college, both developed
lifelong relationships with their teammates.
“I rely on those people,” Janssen said of his
friends, whom he still keeps in touch with
to this day. “We call each other during good
times, bad times, get texts about people
having kids.” For Jemison, the relationships
started with the team and his first year advisor, Professor of Sociology Marla Kohlman. “Then it just spread out from there,”
he said. “And I felt like literally every single
person I met was so genuine and so caring,

Brian Janssen, left, and JJ Jemison, right | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE
that I was supported.”
Each gained a clearer sense of himself
during college. There were 100 studentathletes on the swimming and diving team
at Denison, compared to the 20-25 at Janssen’s club in high school. Learning how to
adjust made him realize what being a good
teammate meant as he had to take on different roles and learn different responsibilities. At Kenyon, Jemison was encouraged
to explore his identity and was empowered
by it. “It was the first time in my life that I
had learned to be unapologetically myself,
and figure out what that even meant in the
first place,” he said. Jemison feels liberal
arts schools provide a platform to make
mistakes and learn from them to be better
in life.
Both contributed to their teams’ successes. On the swimming and diving team,
Janssen excelled. In the 1999 Division III
Championships, he finished fifth in the
500-yard freestyle and seventh in the 1650yard freestyle. Denison finished second
with 382.5 points to Kenyon, which won
with 670 points. On the pitch, Jemison
was a potent striker for Kenyon, leading
the team in goals (7) and points (17) and
co-leading in assists (3) in 2012. That same
year, the Lords lost in the first round of the
NCAA tournament to No. 19 Ohio Wesley-

an University.
Immediately after finishing with their
collegiate athletic careers, neither Janssen
nor Jemison realized working in higher
education was an option. Jemison initially
wanted to go into the U.S. Marines right after college, until he received a call from Jon
Moodey ’98 about returning to Berkshire
to work in the admissions office, be a dorm
parent, act as a student advisor and coach
the three sports Jemison played in high
school: basketball, track and soccer.
Former Dean of Students at Denison Dr.
Sarah Westfall helped Janssen realize that
there were opportunities to work as a staff
member in higher education. Janssen went
on to earn his master’s degree from Miami
University (Ohio) and eventually got his
doctorate at The Ohio State University. After working at Portland State University as
director of student organizations and leadership development, Janssen decided to return closer to home and to a smaller college.
Kenyon fit that description. “I really value
that liberal arts education, being on a small
campus [and] being able to connect with
people,” he said.
Jemison was not planning on returning
to Ohio, as he intended to stay in Massachusetts. Back in the Buckeye State for a Christmas party in 2015, Jemison met his future

wife Mandy, and he decided to move back
to the state and marry her. After moving
back, he got a job in Kenyon’s Office of
Admissions. “The idea of working at Kenyon, my alma mater, was also icing on
the cake, so to say, but I was planning on
moving back to Ohio because of her no
matter what,” he said.
Having experienced what it was like to
have to balance life as a student-athlete,
both expressed the importance of finding
happiness in life. “If you see someone who
you think is really interesting, reach out
to them,” Janssen recommended. He also
mentioned that your athletic identity will
always be with you, even when it is not the
primary dimension of your identity anymore. Jemison shared a similar sentiment.
“I think happiness is the most important
thing in life, and so being in a place where
you can imagine yourself being genuinely
happy, irrespective of playing a sport or
doing X, Y or Z.”
Jemison was lucky enough to find
happiness at Kenyon in both his role as a
student-athlete and as a staff member. “I
basically get paid to brag about my alma
mater and just live my best life,” he said. “I
feel like I’m helping make the world a better place. Even if it’s in a minute way, I’m
impacting people’s lives.”

Sorić claims NCAC Athlete of the Week at unscored meet
MICAH ARENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon men and women’s track
and field teams traveled to Wittenberg
University to compete in their first meet
of the year on Saturday in the unscored
Tiger Opener.
In the women’s events, Paula Sorić
’25, named NCAC Women’s Indoor Field
Athlete of the Week, led the way with
two first place finishes. The only Kenyon

competitor in the triple jump event, Sorić
jumped a distance of 11.47 meters, beating the Kenyon record that she set last
year by 0.01 meters. In the long jump,
Sorić placed first again with a distance of
5.41 meters, more than 0.25 meters further than the second-place finisher. Erika
Conant ’23 earned a seventh-place finish
in the long jump with a jump of 4.87 meters and came 12th in the high jump with
a jump of 1.39 meters.
On the track, Sorić finished eighth in
the 60-meter dash with a time of 8.64
seconds. Additionally, Grace Neuger ’24

placed seventh in the 60-meter hurdles
with a time of 10.08, with Conant not
far behind her with a time of 10.56, good
enough for 12th. In the 400-meter dash,
Logan Vidal ’25 came in 12th, and Denna
Medrano ’23 came in 15th, with times of
1:03.14 and 1:04.58, respectively. Finally,
in the 800-meter, Sadie Wayne ’26 finished 12th with a time of 2:53.81.
The men’s team competed in four
events on Saturday and made finals in
all of them. Tapiwa Gono Phiri ’25 led
the Owls in the 60-meter and 200-meter races, finishing fourth in both. Gono

Phiri, who holds Kenyon records in both
events, earned a time of 7.04 seconds in
the 60-meter and 22.83 seconds in the
200-meter. In the same event, Collin Witt
’24 finished in 18th with a time of 23.55,
and Emmanuel Makelele ’25 came in
26th with a time of 23.76 seconds. In the
400-meter dash, Witt earned 12th place
with a time of 52.94 seconds, a new personal best. Finally, in the long jump event,
Ezekiel Kiwanuka ’26 came in 10th out of
20 jumpers with a distance of 6.09 meters.
Kenyon’s next meet is the Wooster
Quad on Jan. 14 at the College of Wooster.
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Swimmers travel to Greensboro for Toyota U.S. Open
CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The Owls sent 10 swimmers to compete
for the first time in the Toyota U.S. Open, a
meet in Greensboro, N.C., that featured talent from all over the country. Yurii Kosian
’24 was the standout for the Owls, making
it to an A Final — the fastest of the three
finals.
After earning an NCAA Division III ‘A’
cut in the 200-meter backstroke last week,
Kosian finished in 20th with a time of
2:04:79 in the same event at the U.S. Open
preliminary heats. Kosian scratched in the
finals, as he chose not to swim in the C Final. A day prior, Kosian notched his spot in
the A Final in the 100-meter backstroke,
finishing eighth with a time of 55.72. Competing against all Division I swimmers in
the final, he placed eighth with a time of
56.17. “I was very excited to go there because it’s a new level, and I wanted to be on
this level,” Kosian said.
Djordje Dragojlovic ’26 also competed
in the 100-meter backstroke. On Saturday
morning, he finished in 22nd place, qualifying for the C Final with a time of 57.33.

The meet featured Olympic champions. | COURTESY OF MARK LANG
In the evening, he came in fifth in his heat
with a time of 55.47. Dragojlovic wished he
could have swam better to earn a spot in the

Owls struggle against
NCAC competition
KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

The Kenyon men’s basketball team opened conference
play with a lopsided loss to Ohio
Wesleyan University (OWU)
and a heartbreaker against Hiram College. With their first
NCAC games in the books, the
Owls’ record stands at 5-3 (0-2
NCAC).
On Saturday, Kenyon and
OWU faced off in Tomsich
Arena. After keeping things
close through the game’s opening minutes, the Owls jumped
ahead to a 16-8 lead with just
over eight minutes to play in
the first half. Unfortunately for
Kenyon, OWU took the lead
with a minute to play. After a
missed Owls 3-pointer to close
the half, the Battling Bishops
led 27-22. Though Kenyon kept
the latter 20 minutes competitive at first, OWU pulled away
as time elapsed. Strong secondhalf shooting from the charity
stripe, where the Battling Bishops went 18-for-19 (94.7%), propelled OWU to a 75-61 win and
handed Kenyon its first home
loss of the season.
For Kamal Aubakirov ’23,
who led the team in 3-point percentage and notched 12 points
in the game, the team’s defensive performance was a tale of
two halves. “I think our defense
was really solid in the first half.
But once we had a few defensive
breakdowns in the second half,
a team like OWU would most
definitely take advantage of
it,” he wrote in an email to the
Collegian. “And they did, get-

ting that 10-point lead that they
were able to sustain.”
The Owls continued conference play when they traveled to
Hiram, Ohio to face the Terriers on Wednesday. Throughout
the opening minutes of the first
half, the two teams traded baskets. With Kenyon up 8-7, Hiram took over, going on a 24-9
run. Timely shooting from Nick
Lewis ’23 and Gefen Bar-Cohen
’25 helped to shrink the deficit,
but the Owls still trailed 34-25
after 20 minutes of play. Looking to pull off the comeback,
Kenyon came out of the gate
hot, riding a 13-3 run to its first
lead of the game. Strong shooting inside the arc helped the
Owls grow their lead to as many
as eight points, but the Terriers did not go away quietly on
their home court. After tying
the game at 58 on a layup with
eight and a half minutes to play,
Hiram took the lead with a free
throw and never looked back,
dealing Kenyon its second conference loss of the season by a
score of 82-77.
Kenyon will return to its
home court to play DePauw University on Saturday. As the season continues and conference
play hits a fever pitch in the new
year, Aubakirov believes that
the team’s focus should be on
their own growth. “I think our
biggest focus should be on us —
making sure we make progress
every practice and game and
take care of each other,” he said.
“We have a really good mix of
older and younger guys and just
talent this year, and it’s up to us
to make sure we keep improving defensively and offensively.”

A Finals, but he was grateful to get another
chance to swim. “Finals were awesome,” he
wrote in an email to the Collegian. “The at-

mosphere was great.”
In the 100-meter butterfly, Marko Krtinic ’24 had a goal of making it into the finals,
which he did by finishing in 22nd (54.98).
“I really wanted to experience what it is like
racing in the finals of a high level meet,” he
wrote in an email to the Collegian. In the C
Final, he placed fifth with a time of 54.88.
Jennah Fadely ’25 was the lone female
swimmer to make it to a final. In the preliminary heats of the 100-meter breaststroke, Fadley finished in 23rd with a time
of 1:11:97 — making it into the C Final by
less than a tenth of a second. “When I saw
I made finals I was excited for the opportunity to see where I could do better or improve,” Fadely wrote in an email to the Collegian. She dropped over a second from her
prelim time (1:10.68) to finish second in the
C Final.
Overall, the swimmers had a great time.
“I really enjoyed being able to travel to such
a big meet and experience it and learn from
it while I was there,” Fadely said. She and
the other nine members will compete with
the rest of the swim and dive team in dual
meets on Jan. 2 for their annual Florida
training trip.

Women’s basketball wins game at
home against Penn State Shenango
KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

After dropping a pair of weekend
games, the Kenyon women’s basketball team got back in the win column on Tuesday. Over the weekend,
the Owls fell to Case Western Reserve University and DePauw University 77-53 and 68-46, respectively,
before beating non-conference foe
Penn State Shenango (Pa.) 68-59 on
Tuesday.
On Friday night, Kenyon squared
off against Case Western. Throughout the first two quarters, the two
teams went toe-to-toe. Though the
Spartans grew their advantage to
nine points in the second quarter,
the Owls were able to shrink the deficit to trail 34-29 at the half, thanks
in large part to a pair of triples from
Alyssa Gest ’26, who led the team
with 16 points. After the break, Case
Western seized the momentum and
grew its lead to double digits. The
fourth quarter brought more of the
same, as a 71% field goal percentage
(10-for-14) helped lift the Spartans to

victory.
Kenyon opened their NCAC
schedule with a home game against
DePauw on Sunday. The Tigers, who
were a perfect 15-0 in conference
play last season, flexed their offensive muscles early. Though Kenyon
opened the scoring with a layup
from Claudia Cooke ’24, DePauw
went on an 18-0 run and led 22-7 at
the end of the quarter. Facing a large
deficit, the Owls kept pace with the
Tigers, outscoring them 34-29 in the
middle two frames. However, DePauw bookended the game with a
scorching final quarter to win 68-46.
For Anissa Hardy ’26, Kenyon’s
defeats over the weekend helped the
team to come out with intensity on
Tuesday against Shenango. “We just
had a lot of energy coming into the
game and we were ready to go out
and play our hardest without being
nervous at all,” she wrote in an email
to the Collegian.
The Owls started their contest against the Lions hot, scoring
the game’s first five points. After
Shenango got back within one, Ke-

nyon went on a 14-2 run for the rest
of the quarter to lead 19-6 after 10
minutes. Both teams found a higher
offensive gear in the second quarter,
as strong 3-point shooting from the
Lions made it a 40-30 Owls lead. The
second half was more of the same for
both teams, with Kenyon outscoring
Shenango in the third quarter to lead
by 16 heading into the game’s final
10 minutes. Though the Lions faced
a double-digit deficit, they did not go
away quietly, inching within seven
points with just over a minute to play.
Hardy put Shenango away with a layup to give Kenyon the win. Hardy, who
led the team with 13 rebounds, believes
that the win shows improvement for
the team but knows that there is still
room to grow. “I think we did a great
job executing a lot of our plays, but we
have to work on our communication
on defense a little bit more,” she said.
“We also need to work on keeping the
same energy throughout the game.”
With their record sitting at 2-6 (0-1
NCAC), the Owls will host non-conference Penn State Behrend (Pa.) on
Saturday.

The Owls picked up their second win of the year. | COURTESY OF ISOO O’BRIEN

